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Abstract

Covid-19 is a serious disease, the first case of which was recorded in the Chinese city of Wuhan
in early December 2019, and its spread has constituted a health emergency around the world,
and given the increasing need for health facilities for single-use tools, reagents, sterilizers. This
will produce waste that many Countries cannot safely dispose of them. The aim of the study is
to know the extent to which Libyan medical institutions follow the recommendations of the
Health Organization in dealing with them and the presence or absence of regulatory bodies for
this. The research relied on the descriptive approach to the problems of medical waste due to
the pandemic for 28 institutions in central, western and southern Libya. The information was
collected by distributing Eighty-eight questionnaires to employees and personal interviews
were conducted with some of the officials working there. The data was analyzed using the
SPSS software. The results of the questionnaire showed the weakness of medical waste
management. The risks resulting from improper management practice after collection with in
institutions are not assessed by 65.5%, and that by 62.1% of its workers do not receive any
training courses in this regard, and 66.7% are not immunized and did not had appropriate
clothing, and 62.1% had no good places for storage, and the use of rooms as a place for storage
by 4.6%, which is the lowest percentage, although it is used in precise sorting, classification
and safe storage. Wastewater is treated before being put into the drainage network by 76%, and
agreements have been concluded with private companies for transportation and final disposal
by 60.9%. It was concluded from the results that the role of government medical institutions
and the government itself in managing dangerous medical waste is weak, and this is due to the
lack of Strict oversight, and thus we recommend the necessity of establishing commissioned
committees in cooperation with the Ministries of Environment and Health to monitor waste
management and ensure that the process is consistent with the recommendations of the World
Health Organization.
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