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Abstract

Rock art provides valuable insights into past environments through the representation of animal
species. This paper investigates the environmental significance of wildlife depictions found in
Wadi Gorgod, located in the Third Cataract region. Archaeological surveys within the valley
have documented a diverse range of fauna, including elephants, giraffes, gazelles,
hippopotamuses, lynxes, and various avian species such as ostriches and ducks/geese,
alongside Nile crocodiles and rabbits. The presence of these animal representations suggests
that Wadi Gorgod was characterized by an open, grassy savanna landscape, intersected by
valleys and creeks. Rainfall levels were evidently sufficient to support abundant vegetation,
fostering a thriving savanna fauna that likely played a significant role in the economic practices
of cultural groups inhabiting the region during the early to middle Holocene.
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