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Abstract

Libyans migrated to Egypt during the Ptolemaic and Roman periods, settling across the region,
particularly in areas adjacent to the Western Desert, specifically on the western bank of the
Nile River. These locations were naturally the closest to them, especially in the region of
Oxyrhynchus (the modern village of Bahnasah), where they constituted an integral part of the
societal fabric during the Roman era. They engaged in economic activities, including land
ownership, and established social relations with the inhabitants of Oxyrhynchus. The Libyans
enjoyed full civil and legal rights in this area, indicating their significant presence and
influence.

Given the importance of the topic, this study presents a comprehensive study of the Libyan
presence in the Oxyrhynchus region during the Ptolemaic and Roman eras, using available
papyrus documents. This study aims to examine the Libyans in the Oxyrhynchus region and
their status in society. This study is divided into three sections. The first section addresses the
Libyan presence in Egypt before the Ptolemaic and Roman eras. The second section addresses
the Libyan presence and activity in the Oxyrhynchus region during the Ptolemaic era. The third
section examines the Libyans in the Oxyrhynchus region during the Roman era.

This is followed by the conclusion, which includes a review of the most important results we
have reached in order to complete the desired picture of the study, accompanied by sources.
Methodology: Historical and analytical approaches.

Keywords: Oxyrhynchus, Libyans, Cyrene, Ptolemaic documents, Roman period.
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- BGU = Aegyptische Urkunden aus den Koniglichen (later Staatlichen) Museen
zu Berlin, Griechische Urkunden., Berlin.
- P. Grad. = Griechische Papyri der Sammlung Gradenwitz, ed. G. Plaumann.
Heidelberg.
- P. Hamb. = Griechische Papyrusurkunden der Hamburger Staats- und
Universitatsbibliothek.
- P. Petr. = The Flinders Petrie Papyri. (Royal Irish Academy, Cunningham
Memoirs) ed. J.P. Mahaffy., Dublin.
- P. Oxy. = The Oxyrhynchus Papyri. Published by the Egypt Exploration
Society in Graeco-Roman Memoirs.ed. B.P. Grenfell and A.S. Hunt., London.
- P. Stras. = Griechische Papyrus der Kaiserlichen Universitats- und Landes-
bibliothek zu Strassburg, ed. F. Preisigke., Leipzig.
- SB = Sammelbuch griechischer Urkunden aus Aegypten. (A collection of
documentary papyri, ostraca, inscriptions, mummy tablets and related texts
published in journals or unindexed catalogues. Begun by F. Preisigke in 1915,
continued by F. Bilabel, E. Kiessling, and H.-A. Rupprecht).
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Arrianus.F., An Abasis, (L.C.L)
Calimachus, Hymni Il (Apolloni), (L.C.L)
Diodorus. Sic.Library of History (L.C.L)
Herodotus. The Histories. (L.C.L)
Lucan,Pharsalia. (L.C.L)

Pausanias, Description of Greece (L.C.L)
Procopius, De bello vandalico, (L.C.L)
Ptolemy, Geographicae (L.C.L)
Plinius.Secundus , Natural History (L.C.L)
Quintus.Curtius, Vie D Alexanaer, (L.C.L)
Strabon.,The Geography (L.C.L)
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