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Abstract:

Begging is a widespread social phenomenon that raises concern and is frowned upon
by societies. It is considered an unacceptable social behavior due to its negative effects on
various social, economic, and security aspects. This research is aimed at identifying the factors
contributing to the phenomenon of begging in some mosques in Cameroon from the perspective
of imams and preachers. It is also sought to determine whether there are statistically significant
differences in the responses of the research sample based on variables such as experience and
educational qualifications. Furthermore, the study aimed to propose effective ways to address
this phenomenon from the perspective of Islamic education, based on the results of the field
study. The researcher employed a descriptive survey approach and used a questionnaire as the
data collection tool. The Statistical Package for the Social Sciences (SPSS) program was used
to analyze the data. After examining the core issues, the study concluded that the phenomenon
of begging in Cameroonian mosques is highly prevalent, with an arithmetic mean of 3.87. The
sample’s agreement with the questionnaire statements ranged between high to medium, with
arithmetic means ranging from 4.42 to 2.98. The primary causes of this phenomenon were
found to be family disintegration, divorce, and the death of a breadwinner, with an arithmetic
mean of 4.27. The study also indicated that Islam and various legislative measures oppose
begging. Additionally, the results revealed no statistically significant differences at the
significance level (0<0.05) in the responses of imams and preachers based on their years of
experience and qualifications. One of the most effective ways to combat this phenomenon, as
identified by the study, is the establishment of endowments, with the income allocated to
charitable purposes such as supporting children, orphans, the poor, and the needy. The study
recommended activating partnerships between educational and social institutions to enhance
the role of social solidarity in ensuring the rights of all members of society by providing them
with the necessary care.
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