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Abstract

Developing students’ ability to think critically and solve problems is considered a fundamental
educational goal, as it empowers them to face current and future academic and life challenges.
Problem-solving is a skill that can be nurtured and developed through training, as it involves a
significant cognitive component—namely, the ability to understand language and interpret
expressions in order to solve mathematical problems.

The current study aimed to explore how primary school students develop, understand, and
classify mathematical concepts by building long-term memory. The researcher worked with a
sample of 60 students, divided into an experimental group and a control group, aged between
9 and 11 years. Tests were administered during the study period.
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The results indicated that primary students can handle numerical operations independently
without much difficulty. Moreover, the study emphasized that linguistic understanding and the
ability to connect language within mathematical problems are crucial, as they form the
foundation for effective problem-solving

Keywords: Linguistic meaning, arithmetic problems, skills, arithmetic operations.
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