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Abstract

Italy has implemented stringent policies to tackle the migrant crisis, particularly by delegating
migration control responsibilities to neighboring nations in an effort to reduce the influx of
arrivals through the Eastern Mediterranean route. This is reflected in Italy's attempts to shape
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border control measures in both countries of origin and transit by negotiating cooperation
agreements and offering foreign aid to these neighboring states. However, such policies have
resulted in significant infringements on the human security of migrants. Consequently, this
study seeks to investigate how Italy's delegation of migration control adversely affects the
human security of migrants in transit nations. It also examines the humanitarian consequences
of these policies in Libya, selected as a case study due to its crucial partnership with Italy in
migration management and its role as a key departure point for migrants heading to Europe
across the Mediterranean. The primary objective of this study is to illuminate the challenges
faced by migrants and refugees who are denied entry into Europe and compelled to live in
precarious third countries. The findings indicate that Italy's foreign policies have contributed
to numerous violations of essential human rights and refugee protections, including the right
to seek asylum, the right to personal liberty, and safeguards against refoulement, torture, and
inhumane treatment. Given Italy's engagement in migration cooperation agreements with
Libya, a nation where human rights violations are reported, it can be argued that Italy bears
some complicity in the human rights abuses occurring against migrants and refugees within
Libya.

Keywords: Human security, migrant crisis, readmission agreements, Libya, Italy, irregular
migration.
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