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Abstract

This research seeks to shed light on what is known as the "Kairouan Medical School™ during
the Aghlabid and Fatimid periods, by focusing on the most important factors and circumstances
contributing to its emergence and development, particularly the ancient medical heritage and
the influence of the East during the early centuries. It also examines the role of this institution
in transforming Ifrigiya from a mere consumer of medical heritage to a producer of practical
and rational medical knowledge, becoming a radiant centre for other medical centres,
especially in the Christian West, thanks to its elite physicians like Ibn Al-Jazzar Al-Qayrawani.
However, the main problem of this research revolves around the validity of the existence of a
Kairouan Medical School as an established institution in the commonly recognised sense of
medical schools, especially in the East, or whether it is merely a set of customs and traditions
based on individual attempts that led to the emergence of a local medical system different from
the medical movements in other institutions such as those in Baghdad and Al-Andalus.
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