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Abstract

This study examines the vital role played by Libyan literature as one of the most important
manifestations of national culture, an effective means of resisting colonialism and tyranny, and
an expression of the aspirations of the Libyan people throughout various historical periods.
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Since its inception, Libyan literature has not merely been an aesthetic tool or linguistic
entertainment, but rather a collective voice that conveyed the concerns of the Libyan nation
and documented periods of struggle and transformation. It has also contributed to building
political and social awareness through texts that combine aesthetic dimensions with a message
of resistance. The study focuses on analyzing Libyan literary texts of various genres,
particularly poetry, novels, and essays, using a descriptive and analytical approach that
highlights how writers interacted with national issues such as freedom, identity, sovereignty,
and social justice. It also employs a historical approach to trace the development of resistance
literary discourse from the era of the second Ottoman occupation, through the Italian era and
subsequent foreign administrations, to the period of independence and beyond. This tracing
aims to understand the relationship between literary creativity and the changing national reality.
The study relied on various tools to collect data, including the analysis of selected texts by
prominent Libyan writers, such as Ahmed Rafiq Al-Mahdawi, Ahmed Al-Sharif, Ali Sidqi
Abdul Qader, and Muhammad Farid Sayala. It also examined newspaper articles, critical
books, and academic studies. Various analytical methods, such as thematic, stylistic, and
comparative, were used to interpret national symbols, rhetorical language, and the techniques
employed by writers to express resistance and enhance collective awareness. Libyan literature
played an important role in preserving national identity, serving as a platform for resistance
against colonialism and oppression, and as a cultural space for critiquing authority and
motivating the masses. This role helped document national memory, reshape the relationship
between citizens and their homeland, and affirm the connection between culture and political
and social practice. Thus, the study contributes to enriching the field of national literary studies
and sheds light on Libyan literature as an effective intellectual tool in the battle for liberation
and awareness.

Keywords: National identity, resistance, Libyan literature, struggle.
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