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Abstract

This study explores the relevance and applicability of classical and contemporary sociological
theories in analyzing the profound structural transformations experienced by Libyan society
over the past decades, particularly in the post-2011 era. The research adopts a descriptive and
analytical approach, drawing on key theoretical frameworks from classical sociology—such as
functionalism, Marxism, and Weberian theory—as well as contemporary paradigms including
risk society theory, liquid modernity, communicative action, and network society.

Findings reveal that while classical theories provide foundational insights into social order and
conflict, they fall short in explaining the dynamic, fluid, and often unstable conditions of
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contemporary Libyan society. Conversely, contemporary theories offer more flexible tools to
understand rapid shifts in identity, values, and institutional structures, yet they often lack
sensitivity to the cultural and historical specificities of the Libyan context.

The study concludes that a hybrid analytical model—integrating classical depth with

contemporary dynamism—is essential for a nuanced understanding of Libyan society. It also
calls for the development of indigenous sociological perspectives rooted in local realities.

Keywords: Libyan society, sociological theory, structural transformation, classical sociology,
contemporary sociology, post-2011 Libya.
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