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Abstract
This study aims to explore one of the most prominent natural disasters faced by humanity and

civilization alike: the drought that intermittently affected the districts of the Zliten
Mutasarrifate throughout the monarchical era. Drought is considered one of the most impactful
disasters on agriculture, due to the heavy reliance on rainfall—particularly for rainfed farming.
Since living conditions were closely tied to agriculture in all parts of the Mutasarrifate, which
was the primary occupation of the population and their main source of sustenance, the years of
drought severely affected the livelihoods of the city’s inhabitants in general, and the poor in
particular. The study also seeks to understand the role of the government in responding to the
magnitude of the drought disaster, whether through direct confrontation or by attempting to
mitigate its consequences and effects on the city’s residents.
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