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Abstract

This study investigates the phenomena of diminutive formation and broken plural in the light
of modern linguistics, considering them as central morphological issues closely linked to
phonology and syntax. The research is structured into two main parts. The first examines the
concept of diminutives and their various functions, such as endearment, reduction,
approximation, magnification, and derogation, while also distinguishing between diminutive
and pejorative usage. The second part explores the similarities and differences between
diminutives and broken plurals, highlighting that both processes share the feature of "internal
modification™ in the word structure, yet differ in patterns, frequency, and strength of
morphological change. The study concludes that both diminutives and broken plurals return
words to their original roots, and that broken plurals represent a unique characteristic of Arabic,
reflecting dialectal diversity and the dynamic development of the Arabic morphological
system.

Keywords: Diminutive, Broken Plural, Modern Linguistics, Internal Modification,
Morphological Structure.
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