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Abstract

This paper offers a theoretical analysis of international migration, challenging traditional
economic interpretations by emphasizing its social and cultural dimensions, with a specific
focus on social status as a cultural determinant of migration. It argues that migration is not
solely a strategy for improving material conditions but also a socially and culturally driven act
shaped by symbolic interactions between migrants and non-migrants in their communities of
origin. Drawing on a microsociological framework, the study explores how these interactions
reconstruct values and reconfigure social hierarchies. It employs comparative field studies from
Mexico, Algeria, Portugal, and Morocco to illuminate the symbolic dimensions of migration
and its embeddedness in cultural processes. The paper concludes that migration is not merely
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a geographical movement driven by economic imperatives but a cultural phenomenon and
symbolic act that transforms social structures, redefines hierarchies, and institutionalizes a
culture of migration within sending communities.

Keywords: International Migration, Social Status, Symbolic Interaction, Culture of Migration,
Microsociology.
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