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Abstract

This research aims to study Abbasid coinage in terms of its development, economic functions,
and its role in stimulating internal and external trade during the Abbasid Era (132 AH / 656
AH / 750 AD — 1258 AD). The paper discusses the monetary reforms introduced by the
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Abbasid Caliphs, particularly Caliph Abu Jaafar al-Mansur, which included the unification of
minting and the adoption of a standardized weight and inscription system, thereby creating a
stable and organized monetary order.

The study highlights how this monetary system contributed to supporting internal trade by
unifying markets across the state's regions, facilitating buying and selling processes, and
encouraging industrial and agricultural production. Furthermore, Abbasid coinage played a
pivotal role in external trade, gaining wide acceptance among merchants in regions such as
India, China, the Byzantine Empire, and the Baltic Sea areas. This acceptance was due to the
high quality of the minting, the stability of the value, and the currency's association with an
economically and politically powerful state.

Coinage also carried symbolic and political value, as it was used as a means to affirm the
legitimacy of the caliphs and propagate the Islamic faith. Thus, Abbasid coinage was not
merely an economic tool, but an effective instrument for consolidating sovereignty and
expanding the state’s economic influence. Ultimately, Abbasid coinage fundamentally
impacted the prosperity of trade by providing a recognized medium and fostering trust among
merchants, making the Abbasid period one of the most economically prosperous eras in Islamic
history.

Keywords: Abbasid Coinage, Abbasid Dinar and Dirham, Internal Trade, External Trade,
Economic Impact.
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