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Abstract

The present study, titled "Enlightenment or Contempt? Or, On the Other Face of the
Enlightenment's Masculinity” , uses a deconstructive and inductive methodology to examine
the canonical texts of the Enlightenment in a critical, interpretive reading. Prompted by
contemporary events, such as the killing of the Palestinian journalist Shireen Abu Akleh , the
research seeks to expose the ideological flaws and hidden discriminatory structures within
Western rational thought, which is often considered the heir to the Enlightenment. The paper
argues that the Enlightenment project has failed morally, transforming its universal concepts
into tools for colonialism and the dominance of the "white man". The study specifically
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uncovers the deeply ingrained masculinity (gender bias) of the Enlightenment by analyzing
the writings of its major figures, Immanuel Kant and Jean-Jacques Rousseau. Kant is
criticized for his "shy genderism" that excludes women from the sphere of active citizenship
and deep rationality, classifying them as the "weak sex". Rousseau is likewise condemned for
his patriarchal stance, viewing women as created only to satisfy men's instincts and actively
contributing to their subservience, despite his advocacy for liberty and equality. The paper
concludes by proposing a renewal of authentic Enlightenment values by drawing inspiration
from the philosophy of Ibn Rushd (Averroes). Ibn Rushd's thought, which predated the
Western Enlightenment, is presented as a model for true, uncorrupted rationalism that
champions absolute equality between men and women in all human and societal functions,
offering an alternative path to spiritual and intellectual redemption from the crisis of
contemporary rationalism.

Keywords: Enlightenment, Masculinity, Contempt, Ibn Rushd, Kant, Rousseau, Equality.
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