African Journal of Advanced Studies in Humanities and

Social Sciences (AJASHSS)
Lo LaiaY) g Ailudy) aglal) B dasiial) cilua) jall 438, 3Y) Ayl
Online-ISSN: 2957-5907
Volume 5, Issue 3, 2026
Page No: 78-97
Website: https://aaasjournals.com/index.php/ajashss/index
Arab Impact factor 2025: 0.83 SJIFactor 2024: 6.856 IS1 2025: 1.191

Reconstructing the Concept of Political Stability in
Contemporary Political Thought: A Critical Study of Theoretical
Approaches and Developing a Synthetic Analytical Framework

Dr. Khaled Saad Krayem *
The Libyan Academy for Graduate Studies - Al-Khums Branch, Al-Khums, Libya

uS A hlad ) Uy g 4y kil iy jlBall 4gaki da) o

e S s Al s
Ll (nadd) ¢ uaddl & 5 - Lled) ol jall dpll) dpaal<Y)

“Corresponding author: khaled.krayem@academy.edu.ly

Received: April 16:2026 |  Accepted: June 242026 | Published: July 072026

Abstract:

This research examines political stability as one of the central concepts in contemporary
political thought, highlighting the persistent conceptual and theoretical debates surrounding its
definition and interpretation. It argues that existing political literature has largely approached
political stability through fragmented and one-dimensional perspectives that emphasize regime
continuity, the absence of violence, institutional effectiveness, or political legitimacy in
isolation. Such approaches have proven insufficient to explain the multidimensional nature of
political stability, particularly within fragile and transitional political systems.

The research aims to reconstruct the concept of political stability through a critical analysis of
the major theoretical approaches and their explanatory limitations, ultimately proposing an
integrative analytical framework that combines institutional effectiveness, political legitimacy,
societal acceptance, and the security dimension as mutually reinforcing determinants of
political stability. To achieve this objective, the research employs a descriptive-analytical
approach supported by conceptual analysis and comparative methodology to examine both
classical and contemporary political literature.

The findings demonstrate that political stability should not be understood merely as the absence
of violence or the continuity of political authority. Rather, it constitutes a dynamic process
shaped by the interaction between effective institutions, legitimate political authority, societal
participation and acceptance, and the state's capacity to manage conflict within a legal and
institutional framework. The research's principal contribution lies in developing an integrative
theoretical framework that transcends the limitations of one-dimensional interpretations and
offers a more comprehensive analytical model for understanding political stability, particularly
in fragile states and contemporary political systems. This framework contributes to enriching
Arabic political science literature and provides a foundation for future comparative and
empirical research.

Keywords: Political Stability; Contemporary Political Thought; Political Legitimacy;
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