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Abstract:

In Libya, political parties initially originated abroad in the form of associations prior to independence, before
moving domestically following independence in 1951 to carry out their political functions. However, their
involvement in political life was short-lived, as King Idris Al-Senussi realized that society was not yet fully
prepared to comprehend the nature and role of political parties within a social fabric dominated by tribal traditions
and customs rather than rootless party principles.

In this environment of limited political awareness and knowledge, political forces and parties nevertheless became
active, with numerous parties forming in Cyrenaica and Tripoli to achieve independence. Although these parties
influenced the course of events and the establishment of a unified Libyan state, they faced skepticism from the
King and the government, leading to an official order suspending their activities. A similar trajectory followed
the 1969 revolution, where the ban on political parties was maintained and membership in or organization of
political parties was criminalized, effectively bringing an end to political pluralism.

Following the fall of the regime in 2011, political parties re-emerged forcefully, with over 150 parties forming
across diverse political spectrums. Despite this resurgence, political parties continue to face accusations and
mistrust. Throughout this contemporary period, they have been granted limited and narrow opportunities to prove
their capabilities, introduce themselves, serve society, and fulfill political roles aimed at resolving political
division, contributing to state-building, and fostering the peaceful transfer of power.

Keywords: Political Parties, Political Process, Party Culture, Political Division, Party Development.
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