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Abstract

The study is intended to highlight the Transit Passage Regime, in respect of applying such
regime to the international maritime navigation at the Strait of Hormuz. Transit Passage
Regime is among regimes made by the United Nations Agreement of Sea Law 1982 G as an
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attempt to differentiate between Free Passage Regime and Innocent Passage. The UN
Agreement of Sea Law 1982 G has constituted the concept of Transit Passage Regime and the
scope of applying such regime to Straights used for the purpose of international navigation as
the Strait of Hormuz and Archipelagic Sea Lanes passages in addition to giving coastal
countries Transit Passage right to let its ships passage the international strait, but, and according
to Article No. (38) of the said Agreement, the application of the Transit Passage Regime has
exceptions.

The study has also paid due attention to the lawful regime of Transit Passage in respect of rules
and regulations of riparian countries of the Straight of Hurmuz as per the third section of the
United Nations Agreement of Sea Law 1982, as well as, the rights possessed by such countries
to protect its coastal borders and security, so riparian countries of the Strait of Hormuz imposes
such legislations under restrictions approved internationally by applicable international
regulations, in addition to the duties imposed on such countries by the Agreement so as not to
impede the safe passage of ships and planes in the Strait of Hormuz and announcement of risks
threatening navigation. In case of violation or impeding passage in the Strait of Hormuz, the
international role shall have due intervention as particularly, the free passage in the Strait of
Hormuz constitutes unchangeable customary international law legalized by the Sea Law
Agreement which imposes abiding such navigation rule.

The study is concluded by several outcomes and recommendations relating to the subject of
the research.

Keywords: Transit Passage Regime, The international straits, Strait of Hormuz, The UN
Agreement of Sea Law 1982, Free Passage Regime, Innocent Passage Regime, Riparian
countries.
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