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Abstract

The concept of presupposition emerged from the interest in the philosophy of language
before the development of pragmatics. With the development of pragmatics and discourse
studies, the scientific references that view presupposition became mixed, even to the point of
conflict. Some scholars consider presupposition to be a speech act performed by the speaker,
which brings it closer to speech acts and the pragmatic properties of discourse. Others
consider it to be outside the scope of pragmatic research, which brings it closer to semantic
analysis and lexical meaning. This affects the understanding of its role in discourse and the
methods of its analysis.
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This paper aims to distinguish between the multiple scientific references that view
presupposition. It then distinguishes between what is pragmatic and non-pragmatic
presupposition. The paper proposes a broader concept of presupposition (discourse
presupposition) that makes presupposition a fundamental element of discursive expression.
The methods of presupposition in discourse vary to include the explicit and implicit, the
pragmatic and semantic, and what is based on a true fact or proposition or on a deceptive act.
Some presuppositions are part of an inferential process, while others are part of a non-
inferential process.

The paper combines theoretical and philosophical review with an analytical exploration of the
concept through political correspondence in the Abbasid era. Political dialogical
correspondence represents an important arena for pragmatic analysis and the exploration of
pragmatic properties, as well as for testing, exploring, and analyzing the concept of
presupposition.

Keywords: Presupposition, Pragmatics, Language Philosophy, Discourse, Political
Correspondence.
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