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Abstract

The issue of innovation (bid‘ah) and its impact on the judgment of hadith narrators is one of the
most contentious topics in the science of Prophetic traditions (Sunnah). This research aims to fill
a knowledge gap by analyzing the methodology of scholars of jarh and fa‘dil (criticism and
accreditation) in their assessment of narrators involved in innovation. The study’s objective is to
uncover the influence of innovation on the credibility of hadith transmitters through a thorough

analysis of previous literature and the Islamic civilizational and cultural heritage.

The research is structured into several parts: an introduction, research problem, objectives, and
research questions, followed by a detailed discussion on how these objectives were achieved by
examining the impact of innovation on the credibility of hadith narrators. The study analyzes the
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meaning and classifications of innovation, defines the narrator and the conditions for accepting
narrations, and evaluates the criteria for accepting or rejecting hadiths. It also addresses the
stance of hadith scholars on innovation and its effect on a narrator's integrity, comparing the
positions of hadith scholars with those of jurists (fugaha). Examples of narrators whose integrity
was questioned due to innovation are presented, along with an analysis of the evaluation method
based on innovation.

The research concludes with several key findings, the most important of which is that innovation
directly affects the assessment of a narrator's integrity, leading to the rejection of their narrations.
The study also offers several recommendations, notably the need to deepen the understanding of
the concept of innovation and to apply the methodology of jarh and ta ‘dil comprehensively to
preserve the Prophetic Sunnah.

Keywords: Innovation (bid‘ah), Impugning narrators, Hadith transmitters.
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